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The goal of Team Telomere’s 2025 Shark Tank Grant is to fund bold and innovative ideas with the potential to move the field of Telomere Biology Disorders (TBDs) forward. We are seeking creative, patient-focused proposals that take risks, explore new territory, and address gaps in diagnosis, care, or treatment of TBDs. 

Up to three finalists will be selected to pitch their projects live at Cocktails & Chromosomes: Minnesota, following the Team Telomere Micro Meeting in October 2025. One winner will receive a $25,000 research award, determined by a combination of audience vote and scoring from the review committee. It is possible that runner-up winner(s) will receive funding as well. 

Applicant Eligibility:
To be eligible for research grant funding from Team Telomere, individuals or teams of applicants must meet the following criteria:
· The Principal Investigator(s) must possess a Ph.D., M.D., or equivalent degree.
· Principal Investigator(s) must currently hold full-time position(s) at a qualified academic, government, non-profit, or for-profit research institution, and show evidence of dedicated support and resources that enable execution of the research project.
· Applications may be submitted from qualified international institutions, but all proposals must be submitted in English.
· All applicants must be registered for the Team Telomere Micro Meeting. 

Funding Guidelines and Limitations:
Applicants may request up to $25,000 USD in total costs for a research project lasting up to one year. Indirect costs are limited to 10% of the total budget. The funding period will begin December 1, 2025, and end December 1, 2026.  (Direct and unallowable costs are defined below.)

Important Dates: 
· September 12, 2025 (5:00 PM ET): Application submission deadline	
· September 26, 2025: Finalists notified
· October 18, 2025: Live pitch event at Cocktails & Chromosomes: MN	
· December 1, 2025: Grant funding period begins	
· June 1, 2026: Interim progress report due	
· December 1, 2026: Grant funding period ends
· January 5, 2027: Final report due

Contact Information:
For inquiries, please contact grants@teamtelomere.org. 

Review Process: 
The grant review committee will consist of members from Team Telomere's Medical Advisory Board, staff, patient advocates, the patient community, and ad hoc reviewers, ensuring a comprehensive and expert evaluation of all submitted proposals.

Expectations: 
· A brief progress report will be due six months into the grant period to track the project's advancement. 
· A final report will be due one month after the conclusion of the funding period. There will also be requests to report results, updates, and progress to the patient community on a periodic basis following the award period. 
· Team Telomere must be cited as a financial supporter of any research outputs, including posters, abstracts, talks, and papers. 

Allowable direct costs: 
· Salary for Principal Investigator (PI)*
· Salary/stipend and related benefits for graduate student/postdoctoral fellow/technical support
· Travel (up to $2000)
· Laboratory supplies and other project-related expenses
*The PI salary will be subject to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Executive Level II Salary Cap, which stands at $212,100 for the year 2023.

Unallowable costs: 
· Consultant costs
· Tuition
· Professional membership dues
· Equipment >$5,000
· General office supplies institutional administrative-charges (e.g., telephone, other electronic communication, IT network, etc.)
· Pre-award charges
· Any other expenses not directly related to the project
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Applicants must submit the following materials via email to grants@teamtelomere.org by the deadline. Please use 12-point Times New Roman font, single spaced, for all responses. Submit the Application Materials and Detailed Budget in a single Word document, saved as: LASTNAME_TTSharkTankGrant. Also attach the Institutional Signature Page as a separate PDF, saved as LASTNAME_InstitutionalSignature. Use the subject line “Team Telomere Shark Tank Grant” when sending your email submission.

Title of Grant Application: 

Applicant Information, Name, degree, institution, email, business address, and co-PI information (if applicable)

Project Overview (800 words max). The project overview must include brief background, the objectives of the project, a concise description of the research design and methods, and outlined specific aims. A maximum of 3 figures is permitted; figure legends are to be included in the word count. 

Lay Narrative (7-sentence limit). Please provide a brief description of the project overview in language understandable for the TBD patient community audience. 

Statement of Data and Resource Sharing. Outline the project’s ability to share data and resources as well as the policies or process required to obtain shared data and resources. 

Statement of Overlapping Funding. Disclose multiple sources of funding received for the same or related research work.

Are reagents, cell lines, animal models, IRB/ethical board approvals, or specific equipment that are not in hand necessary to complete the work? If yes, describe the strategy to obtain access within the grant period. 

Have qualified personnel been identified to carry out the project within the grant period? If not, outline the plan to recruit suitable personnel. 

Timeline and Key Milestones (250 word limit). Submit a brief timeline outlining the expected milestones corresponding to each specific aim of the project.

Budget and Justification. Fill and complete the below budget sheet. Describe budget justifications for each line item below the table.
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Principal Investigator: _____________________________

Project Title: _____________________________

Institution: _____________________________

	Detailed Budget 
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1. Indirect Costs are limited to a maximum of 10% of direct costs.
2. Awardees will be asked to provide updates as requested, including information on other support, resulting publications, and research activities.
3. An interim progress report is due six months after the start of the funding period. A final report is required one month after the project’s conclusion. Both reports should include a summary of scientific progress, details of collaborations, publications, and grants, a financial report, and a statement about any unspent funds.
4. Payment will be made in a single installment at the beginning of the grant period. Award agreements will include invoicing instructions and required documentation.
5. All publications must include the following citation: "This work was generously supported in part/in whole by Team Telomere through the Team Telomere Shark Tank Grant 2025."
6. Where applicable and as appropriate, data sets and observations may be requested by and shared with the scientific community; reagents or research tools developed under this support may be made accessible upon request. Team Telomere does not claim any rights to these items or intellectual property.

Note: Award terms are subject to change. If awarded, please refer to the grant award contract for the actual project terms.
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Certification and Acceptance:
We, the signatories, hereby affirm that the statements provided in the submitted grant application are accurate and comprehensive to the best of our understanding. We commit to adhering to the policies and regulations governing this grant award. We intend to share the final datasets and observations and reagents or research tools developed under the support of this award with the scientific community. We acknowledge that Team Telomere makes no claim to rights on these items or intellectual property. Additionally, we acknowledge that indirect costs will not exceed 10% of the direct costs.



Principal Investigator:


__________________________________
Name

__________________________________	Signature


Title: 

Institution: 
Department: 
Address: 

Phone Number: 
Fax Number: 
E-mail: 








Institutional Official:


__________________________________
Name

__________________________________	Signature


Title: 

Institution: 
Department: 
Address: 

Phone Number: 
Fax Number: 
E-mail: 
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